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Swim meet at base pool
There will be a fitness swim

meet July 9, open to all eligible
DOD employees, active duty,
retired, and family members 18
years of age and older.  Teams
are not limited to squadron spe-
cific participation. There will be
a meeting at noon today at the
base pool.  Registration dead-
line is July 2.  For more infor-
mation, call Daniel Mix at 283-
4315.  Copies of rules and
events are available at the pool.

Palace Chase
information

The Air National Guard
has part-t ime posit ions
available throughout the
country to military mem-
bers separating or thinking
about applying for Palace
Chase.

Retraining is available,
and members retain most of
their benefits in addition to
some state benefits such as
100 percent tuition assis-
tance.   For more informa-
tion, contact Master Sgt.
William Andujar at (850)
884-2729 or e-mail
william.andujar@hurlburt.af.mil.

JOHN BANUSIEWICZ
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON - National
policy that geared the Defense De-
partment toward external threats
was part of the reason DOD
couldn’t do more to prevent some
of the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist at-
tacks, the chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff told the 9/11 com-
mission here today.

“Our military posture on 9/11, by
law, by policy and in practice, was
focused on responding to external
threats – threats originating outside
of our borders,” Air Force Gen. Ri-
chard Myers told the National Com-
mission on Terrorist Attacks Upon
the United States.

“All the policy guidance (before
Sept. 11) was that we treat terror-
ism primarily as a criminal event, and

the role of the Defense Department
was to defend our forces – prima-
rily, it was force-protection antiter-
rorism, not counterterrorism,” the
general said. The FBI was respon-
sible for domestic counterterrorism,
and external counterterrorism was
the CIA’s responsibility, he added.

Another factor, General Myers
said, was that threat perceptions at
the time did not include using hi-
jacked aircraft as guided missiles.

In a written statement he submit-
ted to the commission, the chairman
said the spring and summer of 2001
saw a “significant increase in ter-
rorist threat reporting” that clearly
indicated a major al Qaeda terrorist
operation was in the works. “To the
extent that the warnings pointed to
specific areas, they pointed to the
Arabian Peninsula,” the statement

said. The Federal Aviation Admin-
istration issued warnings in the
months before the attacks, the state-
ment continued, but those warnings
also were nonspecific and focused
primarily on threats against U.S. citi-
zens abroad and traditional
hijackings.

The intelligence was not specific
enough to warrant the North Ameri-
can Aerospace Defense Command
increasing its alert status or placing
additional forces on alert, the
chairman’s statement said.

Air Force Gen. Ralph Eberhart,
commander of U.S. Northern Com-
mand and NORAD, also testified.
He said in assessing the threat and
formulating a response, the possi-
bility of shooting down an innocent
aircraft had to be considered.

“We were very concerned about

the ability to shoot down a hijacked
airplane,” he said, “but frankly, we
were just as concerned about mak-
ing a mistake. And if you think this
is an interesting session here this
morning, … had we made a mis-
take on that morning or (in) subse-
quent days, I would offer it has a
much different content.”

General Myers said erroneous
reports as events unfolded also hin-
dered DoD’s response.

“We fought many phantoms that
day,” he said. “There were many
phantoms. I remember getting to the
(National Military Command Cen-
ter), and we got the call that a bomb
had gone off in front of the State
Department. So you think, ‘Oh, my
goodness, what else is happening in

DOD wasn’t geared to internal threats on 9/11

SEE THREATS PAGE 3

Airmen 1st Class Cassandra Goldurs and Martin Vosseller, 43rd Aircraft Maintenance Unit crew chiefs, prepare Raptor 19 for a sortie.
The Raptor program at Tyndall reached another milestone  June 18 when the 43rd Fighter Squadron flew its 200th F/A-22 sortie.

Two-hundred and counting ...
Jim Weslowski
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Action Line

The Action Line is your direct line to me. It is one way to
make Tyndall a better place to work and live.

Action Line calls are recorded and staffed through the proper
agency.

The goal is to provide you with an accurate, timely response.
You must leave your name, phone number or address to receive
a response.

Questions or comments of general interest will be published in
this forum. This avenue should only be used after coordinating
problems or concerns with supervisors, commanders, first ser-
geants or facility managers.

If you’re not satisfied with the response or you are unable to
resolve the problem, call me at 283-2255.

For fraud, waste and abuse calls, you should talk to the 325th
Fighter Wing Inspector General’s Office, 283-4646.

Calls concerning energy abuse should be referred to the en-
ergy hot line, 283-3995.

BRIG. GEN. LARRY NEW
325th Fighter Wing commander

The Gulf Defender is published by the Panama City News Herald, a private firm
in no way connected with the U.S. Air Force, under exclusive written contract with
Tyndall Air Force Base, Fla.  This civilian enterprise Air Force newspaper is an
authorized publication for members of the U.S. military services.  Contents of the
Gulf Defender are not necessarily the official views of, or endorsed by, the U.S.
government, Department of Defense or Department of the Air Force.

The appearance of advertising in this publication, including inserts and supple-
ments, does not constitute endorsement by the DOD, the Department of the Air
Force or the Panama City News Herald of the products or services advertised.

Everything advertised in this publication shall be made available for pur-
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age, marital status, physical handicap, political affiliation or any other non-merit
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CommentaryCommentary

325th Fighter Wing public affairs:  2003 Best in Air Force - Large Wing

BRIG. GEN. LARRY NEW
325th Fighter Wing commander

Team Tyndall received some
great news this week as 125 of
our Airmen were selected for pro-
motion to technical sergeant and
another 71 to master sergeant.
It’s great to see so many of our
outstanding Airmen achieve this
significant milestone.

Along with this promotion
comes added responsibility and
opportunities to continue to make
a difference.
Congratulations
to all the se-
lects, and I
wish you all the
best in this new
chapter of your
career. For a
list of Tyndall’s
selects, see
Page 8.

The leader-
ship of Team
Tyndall contin-
ues to change
as the PCS season moves for-
ward, and today Team Tyndall
bids farewell to another of our
squadron commanders.

Lt. Col. Robert Gargiulo, 325th
Aeromedical-Dental Squadron
commander, relinquishes com-
mand to Lt. Col. Paula Corrigan
at 8:30 a.m. at the Officers’
Club.

Colonel Gargiulo is retiring af-
ter more than 20 years of hon-
orable service in the Air Force.
Thanks for all you have done for
Team Tyndall and our Air Force,
and best of luck to you and your
family!

Colonel Corrigan joins Team

Wing welcomes new vice commander,
announces E-6/E-7 promotions

Tyndall from Canberra, Austra-
lia, where she served as a staff
officer for aviation medicine
policy in the Royal Australian Air
Force’s Australian Defense
Health Service Branch through
the Air Force Exchange Officer
program. Paula, welcome to the
team.

Monday, the Checkertail Clan
welcomed a new vice wing com-
mander, Col. Brian Dickerson.
Colonel Dickerson recently left

the Pentagon, where he served
in the Special Access Programs
Branch and the Program Inte-
gration Division.

Colonel Dickerson is accom-
panied by his wife, Donna, son,
Matthew and daughters,
Samantha and Cassandra. Brian,
Donna, Matthew, Samantha and
Cassandra, on behalf of the men
and women of Team Tyndall,
welcome. I know you’ll be
amazed with the men and
women who make up Team
Tyndall, but also the hospitality
and world-class support provided
by our local community!

Speaking of community in-

volvement, the community has
planned several Independence
Day celebrations and I’d encour-
age everyone to get involved as
this area definitely offers many
opportunities for family fun and
entertainment.

Since there are so many op-
portunities to see fireworks and
get involved in activities down-
town, we will not be hosting Heri-
tage Day this year. We are in-
stead planning for an “End of

Summer Cel-
e b r a t i o n , ”
which prom-
ises to offer a
lot of family
fun.

When mak-
ing Indepen-
dence Day
plans, please
r e m e m b e r
fireworks are
prohibited on
Tyndall. If you
plan to cel-

ebrate with them in the commu-
nity, ensure you obey all laws
and follow safety guidelines to
prevent injury. Also, mixing al-
cohol and fireworks is a recipe
for disaster, so if you plan to drink,
leave the fireworks to the pros!
It’s just not worth injuring your-
self or possibly others because
your judgment is impaired.

As always, as you make sum-
mer plans please consider and in-
clude measures to keep you and
your family safe. Each and ev-
ery member of Team Tyndall is
critical to our mission success,
so stay safe and have an enjoy-
able weekend.

BRIG. GEN. LARRY NEW
325th Fighter Wing commander

“I t’s great to see so
many of our outstanding
Airmen achieve this signifi-
cant milestone. Along with
this promotion comes
added responsibility and
opportunities to continue to
make a difference.”

1ST LT. STEVEN JAMES
745th Expeditionary Airlift Squadron

SOUTHWEST ASIA (AFPN) — Duty, honor, integrity, commit-
ment and sacrifice. Our deployed units across the world are con-
stantly reminded of these five simple, yet significant words. Recent
images of our fight against terrorism have invoked strong emotions in
the hearts and minds of our Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and Marines.

In front of the world, newspapers, magazines and televisions show
our struggle to bring peace and stability to the Middle East.

We see and read about ambushes of coalition convoys, roadside
bombs, civilian contractors being tortured and killed, and flag draped
coffins carrying the remains of our fallen heroes. While family and
friends are left with these images, a seemingly heavy blow to our
nation’s morale, let there be no question of our will and determination
to protect America, its allies and interests.

Our resolve remains steadfast in the face of international terrorism.
Those who have paid the ultimate price wouldn’t want it any other
way. The commitment to protect our way of life and to stop the spread
of terror is as strong now as it was on Sept. 11. Let there be no doubt.
Our sacrifices are too great.

Proud to serve in the military
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this town?’ We got many aircraft calls inbound that morn-
ing that turned out to be phantoms.”   In his written state-
ment, General Myers outlined some actions the Defense
Department has taken to adapt to the post-Sept. 11 world:

• Refined procedures are in place for communication be-
tween the National Military Command Center and the FAA.

• A mature plan now exists to protect against future air-
borne attacks originating from inside the United States.

• U.S. Northern Command activated in October 2003,
and the U.S. Special Operations Command’s budget in-
creased by about 36 percent.

• Within the Joint Staff, a new deputy directorate and a
national military strategic plan for the war on terrorism has
been created, and coordination has improved among strate-
gic planning, operations and intelligence.

The chairman also put forth a series of recommendations
to the commission in areas he said warrant further attention.

“While we have accomplished a great deal since 9/11, I
believe several areas warrant further attention,” his state-
ment said. “First and foremost, we must bear in mind that
this war on terrorism can’t be won by the military alone. We
need to ensure that we bring to bear all our instruments of
national power and the instruments of power of the interna-
tional community in a coherent, synchronized manner.”

General Myers recommended that an independent, com-
prehensive review of the U.S. government – one he likened
to the Goldwater-Nichols review of DOD – be conducted
to determine what organizational, procedural and resource
management changes are necessary.

The chairman also urged continued U.S. and international
focus on countering the proliferation of weapons of mass
destruction and dramatically accelerating progress in intelli-
gence collection, analysis and sharing.

He emphasized, though, that the separate intelligence agen-
cies in place today should be maintained “to retain the mis-
sion focus each of these components brings.” DoD, he said,
must retain influence to ensure continued intelligence sup-
port crucial to combat operations.

The outdated concept of “collector as owner of informa-
tion” in the intelligence community needs to give way to a
user-oriented focus, the chairman said. “The ‘need to share’
needs to replace the concept of ‘need to know,’” his state-
ment said.

In his statement’s conclusion, General Myers laid out the
difficulty of the challenges posed in today’s world and praised
the work of DOD’s people. “Violent extremists who use
terrorism as their weapon of choice have a decided advan-
tage in this struggle, at least in the short term,” the chairman’s
statement said.

“A small number of people, with inexpensive weapons
and equipment, can plan attacks at the place and time of
their choosing. They are flexible, adaptable and patient, and
they only have to succeed once in awhile.

“Our task, in contrast,” the statement continued, “is enor-
mous. We have to defend across the country and beyond, all
the time, and can accept not a single failure. I applaud all the
men and women in the Department of Defense, especially
our troops in harm’s way, for their selfless and tireless ef-
forts to defend our freedom and way of life.”

FROM THREATS PAGE 1
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STAFF SGT. MELANIE STREETER
Air Force Print News

WASHINGTON — Following a review of the new force-
shaping policy, Air Force officials rescinded the enlisted date-
of-separation rollback for Airmen with an assignment limita-
tion code “C.

“The secretary and chief of staff of the Air Force decided
we should take a harder look at code-C limitations, and the
medical conditions that drive (the codes), to see if we can
come up with a long-term solution, rather than a short-term,
force-reduction tool,” said Col. Michael Hayden, the chief of
the Air Force military policy division at the Pentagon.

Initially, the force-shaping program’s Phase II assigned a
DOS of no later than June 30, 2005, for enlisted Airmen who
possessed this limitation and had more than 20 years of ser-
vice as of that date. Feedback from around the Air Force
regarding the policy was part of what made leaders recon-
sider, Colonel Hayden said.

“We want to look at the deployment and assignment of
Airmen worldwide and structure the policy to apply to both
officers and enlisted, while still taking into consideration the
needs of the Air Force as well as the needs of the Airmen,”
he said.  Because the service is becoming more of an expedi-
tionary force, the idea behind the policy is still a factor, Colonel
Hayden said.

“We need to look at how we can shape our force to meet
the (air and space expeditionary force) construct,” he said.

Officials take second look
at ‘code-C’ limitationsGARY EMERY

Air Force Security Forces Center
public affairs

LACKLAND AIR
FORCE BASE, Texas
(AFPN) — Reserve com-
ponent enlisted Airmen in
any career field are eligible
for a unique program al-
lowing them to help protect
Air Force bases nation-
wide.

The air reserve compo-
nent force protection vol-
unteer program gives indi-
vidual mobilization
augmentee, Air Force Re-
serve and Air National
Guard members in grades
E-6 and below the oppor-
tunity to serve tours with
security forces units at
most stateside bases, said
Maj. Scott Parker, the air
reserve component force-
protection liaison officer at
Air Force Security Forces
Center headquarters here.

Volunteers will perform
force-protection duties
such as manning entry-
control and vehicle-in-
spection stations at base
gates as well as other du-
ties, Major Parker said.
Assignments will vary

from base to base.
“People in all (Air Force

specialties) are eligible,” he
said. “Security forces vol-
unteers will hit the ground
running, while volunteers
from other career fields will
go through a one- or two-

week security forces ready
training program before as-
suming their duties.”

Tour lengths are vari-
able based on each
volunteer’s availability,
Major Parker said. The
minimum tour length is 30
days, while those who are
available for longer periods
can begin serving immedi-
ately and stay on duty un-

til at least Sept. 29, he said.
The Air Force is funding all
travel and per diem costs
for program participants.

Volunteers have a wide
range of locations to
choose from, Major
Parker said.

“The list of bases is a
moving target, but just
about all (continental U.S.)
bases have a need for vol-
unteers,” he said. “We
have a capable staff that
can place individuals at or
near their desired location.

This program has many
benefits, Major Parker
said.

“People get a chance to

volunteer for locations
where they would like to
go, and the force-protec-
tion needs of the Air Force
are met as well. It works
out well for everyone con-
cerned,” he said.

About 2,100 volunteers
are already serving in the
program, and at least 400
more are needed this fis-
cal year, Major Parker
said. He said he anticipates
the program will be funded
again next fiscal year for
up to 3,000 volunteers.

A checklist with re-
quirements and procedures
for volunteers is available
at afsf.lackland.af.mil. Air
National Guardsmen who
wish to volunteer or get
more information on the
program can call Major
Parker at (210) 925-7051
or DSN 945-7051.

Air Force Reserve Air-
men can call Tech. Sgt.
David Kahler at (210)
925-0305 or DSN 945-
0305.

Volunteers cannot be on
physical profile, must meet
Air Force physical fitness
standards and must have a
government travel card.

•  Volunteers will perform force-protection du-
ties such as manning entry-control and vehicle-
inspection stations at base gates as well as other
duties

•  Volunteers have a wide range of locations to
choose from.

•  A checklist with requirements and proce-
dures for volunteers is available at
afsf.lackland.af.mil.

SFS Augmentee duty
available for reservists:

Reserve volunteers needed for force-protection
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AIRMAN 1ST CLASS SARAH MCDOWELL
325th Fighter Wing public affairs

Two heads may be better than one, but at Tyndall,
11 groups of heads are best when it comes to organizing
events to benefit its Airmen.

As of May 11, professional organizations on Tyndall
have started to come together to voice ideas about ac-
tivities that will benefit both the organizations by working
together, and Team Tyndall members by having better
products as result.

The group, which meets the first Wednesday of every
month at 10 a.m. in the Community Activities Center,
usually has one representative from each professional
organization and welcomes all Tyndall members for in-
put.

The types of issues discussed in the meetings span
upcoming organizational events, current positive and nega-
tive trends in the wing and Air Force, as well as updated
professional organization news, said Senior Master Sgt. Jeff

Kahapea, 325th Fighter Wing career assistance advisor.
A good example of how this new committee has and

will continue to benefit Tyndall happened when the organi-
zations learned the Dorm Council, the Tyndall Active Air-
men Association and Focus 56 were all planning separate
dorm parties.  As a result of their communication at the
combined committee meeting, they were able to pool their
efforts and funds together to offer a single event, which
will be better, said Sergeant Kahapea, who is the chair-
man of the committee and a member of AFSA.

Together the Non-Commissioned Officers Association,
the Air Force Sergeants’ Association, the Dorm Council,

Tyndall’s Active Airmen Association, Top 3, Focus 56,
Tyndall First Sergeants Group, Tyndall Chiefs’ Group, the
Enlisted Spouses’ Club, the Officers Spouses’ Club and
the Company Grade Officers’ Club make up the profes-
sional organization’s  committee.

“Each group has so much to offer its individual mem-
bers, but there is so much more that could be done work-
ing together and helping each other out.  We are just see-
ing the potential and the benefits,” said Staff Sgt. Sean
Goward, 372nd Training Squadron F-15 aircraft mainte-

Getting involved:
Airmen, retirees and family members  can participate in professional organizations and use
the opportunity to mentor Tyndall Airmen which will help make Tyndall a better place to live
and work. For more information, contact the following organizations to get involved:

NCO Association ... Master Sgt. Robert McAfee ... robert.mcafee@tyndall.af.mil
Air Force Sergeant’s Association ... Master Sgt. Al Lewis ... albert.lewis@tyndall.af.mil
Dorm Council ... Airman 1st Class Jason Leagle ... jason.leagle@tyndall.af.mil
Tyndall Active Airmen’s Association ... Senior Airman Vesta Anderson ... vesta. anderson@tyndall.af.mil
Focus 56 ... Staff Sgt. Sean Goward ... sean.goward@tyndall.af.mil
Top 3 ... Master Sgt. Tammy Jankowski ... tammy.jankowski@tyndall.af.mil
First Sergeants Group ... Senior Master Sgt. Stephen Ullman ... stephen.ullman@tyndall.af.mil
Chief’s Group ... Chief Master Sgt. William Southall ... william.southall@tyndall.af.mil
Enlisted Spouses Club ...  Winnie Graham ... nymadetaylor@yahoo.com
Officers’ Spouses’ Club ... Leslie Beahm ... beahm@knology.net
Company Grade Officers’ Club ... 2nd Lt. Carolyn Czepiga ... carolyn.czepiga@tyndall.af.mil

SEE LEADERSHIP PAGE 15

One for all: Tyndall’s pro organizations form one alliance, make better base for Airmen
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Staff Sgt. Mark Curtis

Lisa Norman

Sergeant Curtis  receives the Checkertail Salute
Warrior of the Week award from Col. Doug Cochran,
former 325th Fighter Wing vice commander.

Duty title:  Maintenance instructor

Time on station: 20 months

Time in service:  5.5 years

Hometown:  Dallas, Texas

Hobbies: Spending time with family and playing

sports

Goals:  Finish my bachelor’s degree

Favorite movie: “The Shawshank

Redemption”

Favorite book: “Junction Boys”

Favorite thing about Tyndall:  The beach

Pet peeves: Slow Drivers

Proudest Moment in the military:  Finishing

my  Community College of the Air Force Degree

The Checkertail Salute is a 325th Fighter Wing commander program designed
to recognize Tyndall’s Warrior of the Week. Supervisors can nominate
individuals via their squadron and group commanders. Award recipients
receive a certificate, letter from the commander and a one-day pass.

Back to basics

Q. Do enlisted members have to
salute ROTC cadets or instructors?

A.  During the summer months, Tyndall is
visited by college ROTC students, who are
training to become officers.

 With regards to college ROTC students,
and Cadet Training Assistants and rendering
the appropriate customs and courtesies, here
are the following guidelines:

1. Active duty personnel are not required
to salute any cadet or CTA.

2. Cadets are required to salute commis-
sioned officers.

3. Commissioned officers wearing thier
subject uniforms (white polo-style shirts with
black shorts and baseball-style caps with
rank,) should be saluted.

4. If an enlisted member opts to render a
salute to any cadet or CTA, it is appropriate
and it will be returned. Remember the old say-
ing “When in doubt - salute.”

Back to basics is a column highlighting
proper military customs and courtesies.

The Checkertail Clan salutes Sergeant Curtis.  He pro-
vides core automated maintenance system training.  He
also manages 28 courses and 16 tests for the 325th Main-
tenance Group and part of the development of five F/A-22
courses, including the first F-119-PW-100 uninstalled en-
gine run course in the Air Force.  Additionally he is the
NCOIC of distance learning and maintenance training re-
source center, has completed two Community College of
the Air Force Degrees and participates in the community.

Every member of Team Tyndall is valuable. Play it
safe, don’t become a statistic.

(Courtesy of Tyndall NCO Academy)
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MASTER SGT.
ANDREW GATES
455th Expeditionary Operations Group
public affairs

(Editor’s note:  Two Team
Tyndall members from the
325th Communications
Squadron are currently de-
ployed to Bagram Air Base,
Afghanistan.  This is a story
about the work they per-
form while deployed.)

BAGRAM AIR BASE,
Afghanistan – “Can you
hear me now?”

Keeping in constant com-
munication is necessary to
accurately conduct operations
in a war zone.

And, as highlighted in a
long-running cell phone com-
mercial, making sure the sig-
nal is constant and clear is
equally important.

That’s where the commu-
nications Airmen in the land
mobile radio, or LMR, sec-
tion come in here.

“We maintain and track all

the hand-held radios, base sta-
tions and associated equip-
ment,” said Staff Sgt. Dan
Gomez, 455th Expeditionary
Communications Squadron
LMR maintenance. “We en-
sure people can stay con-
nected.”

This is vital to many as-
pects of life at Bagram, Ser-
geant Gomez explained.

“For example, maintainers
need to be able to get infor-
mation on weather warnings,
or to get tools and equipment
brought out to an aircraft they
are repairing. A telephone
team working on wiring has
to make sure the signal gets
from one end to the other.”

“It’s impractical for every-
one to stay next to a tele-
phone,” said Airman 1st Class
Steven Wilkerson, 455th Ex-
peditionary Communications
Squadron LRM mainte-
nance. “Using radios gives
people mobility – it makes a
lot of sense.”

Although the network is
somewhat small – the team
supports 300 radios and 12
base stations – it touches
many people at Bagram.
“This is the first time I have
actually worked on LMRs,
but I like it,” said Airman
Wilkerson. “You get to meet
a lot of different people on
the base and help them out.”

The biggest interaction
with base people is program-
ming the equipment – mak-
ing sure each radio is able to
contact the appropriate net-
works.

“There are about 20 nets
on Bagram,” said Sergeant
Gomez. “As we set up each
radio, we make sure only cer-
tain people have access to
those networks.”

This is important at
Bagram, where coalition
partners and other services
have radio networks set up
as well.

“We interact with the

Army and other coalition
forces regularly,” said Ser-
geant Gomez. “We also set
up some radios to communi-
cate on their nets if we need
to.”

Setting up new radios is
fairly simple, as the Airmen
do much of the programming
by computer, he said.

They also repair all radio
equipment – and often find
they have other, non-radio,
pieces of equipment to repair
as well. “If it uses electricity
and communicates, people
tend to bring it to us – espe-
cially if they don’t know who
can fix it. For example, yes-
terday, someone was asking
if we could look at a security
camera – and most likely,
we’ll be able to get it work-
ing.”

In the deployed environ-
ment, the two Airmen find
they are doing a lot more

LMR – Can you hear me now?

BAGRAM AIR BASE, Afghanistan — Staff Sgt. Dan
Gomez, 455th Expeditionary Communications
Squadron, repairs a radio base station, part of Bagram’s
land mobile radio network.  Sergeant Gomez, deployed
from Tyndall Air Force Base, oversees about 300 mobile
radios and 12 base stations at Bagram.

Master Sgt. Andrew Gates

SEE LMR PAGE 15



June 25, 2004Page 8 Gulf Defender FeatFeat

Wendy Aldridge, 325th Mission Support Squadron
Richard  Anderson, 325th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Roy Anderson Jr., 325th Medical Dental Support Squadron
Randy Bagwell, 325th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Patrick Bannister, 372nd Training Squadron
Devon Blackwell, 325th Comptroller Squadron
Andrew Blake, 372nd Training Squadron
Edward Bobbin, 325th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Tyrone Boles, 325th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Paul Bradley, 325th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Langela Brown, 325th Communications Squadron
Dathan Brown, 325th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Linda Bush, 325th Communications Squadron
Jeffrey Carstens, 325th Maintenance Squadron
Keith Castille, 325th Maintenance Group
James Chrivia, 325th Operations Support Squadron
Adam Clark, 325th Communications Squadron
Aaron Clark, 325th Maintenance Group
John Clowe, 325th Security Forces Squadron
Johnny  Cochran, 325th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Philip Couch, 325th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Kevin Cummings, 325th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Michael Davis, 325th Operations Support Squadron
Alucia Davis, 43rd Fighter Squadron
Peter Ducheny, 325th Civil Engineer Squadron
Ryan Dufrain, 325th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Douglas Dunson, 325th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Michael Edwards, 325th Aeromedical-Dental Squadron
Christopher Ellis, HQ AFCESA
Steven Errington, 325th Maintenance Squadron
Duane Evans, 83rd Fighter Weapons Squadron
William Feil, 823rd RED HORSE Squadron
Kevin Fennell, 83rd Fighter Weapons Squadron
Jason Filaski, 823rd RED HORSE Squadron
Jeffrey Findley, 325th Civil Engineer Squadron
Edward Flanders, 325th Services Squadron
Brian Fleming, 325th Civil Engineer Squadron
Jody Forcha, 325th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Robert Foster, 325th Maintenance Group
Oswald Gammel, 28th Test Squadron
Jeremy Garrett, 28th Test Squadron
Sean Gehri, 325th Communications Squadron
Christopher Gibson, 325th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Kelly Goad, 313th Training Squadron
Donnel Graham, 325th Communications Squadron
Michael Graves, 325th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron

196 Tyndall Airmen make the gra
Shawn Hamel, 372nd Training Squadron
Charles Hargett, 325th Contracting Squadron
Rodrick Hills, 325th Mission Support Squadron
Richard Horner, 325th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
William Irwin, 325th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Mark Isaacs, 372nd Training Squadron
Haylee James, 361st Training Squadron
Scott Jessen, 325th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Jamar Jordan, 325th Maintenance Squadron
Tonya Kerfien, 325th Air Control Squadron
Raymond Kubeczka, 325th Security Forces Squadron
Earl Lancaster, 325th Maintenance Group
Paola Larocca, 361st Training Squadron
Raisean Lasenberry, 325th Air Control Squadron
Nick Ledesma, 361st Training Squadron
Tory Lynch, 325th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Kevin Lynch, 823rd RED HORSE Squadron
Rocky Magee, 325th Communications Squadron
Darren Maring, 325th Aeromedical-Dental Squadron
David Marquez, 325th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Sonja Martin, 325th Fighter Wing
Kevin McCarthy, 325th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Steven McCullough, 325th Security Forces Squadron
Reuben Menefee, 313th Training Squadron
Ralph Moseley II, 325th Maintenance Operations Squadron
Donna Louise Moses, 325th Maintenance Group
John Niziol, 372nd Training Squadron
Michael Padgett, 823rd RED HORSE Squadron
Samuel Parr, 325th Security Forces Squadron
Michael Patterson, 823rd RED HORSE Squadron
Robert Paul, 66th Training Squadron
Ryan Phipps, 325th Maintenance Operations Squadron
Robert Pimentel, 372nd Training Squadron
James Pope, 325th Maintenance Group
Dennis Price Jr., 325th Civil Engineer Squadron
Tonette Pryor, HQ AFCESA
Arthur Renaud, 325th Maintenance Squadron
Christopher Riffle, 325th Maintenance Group
Shawn Robertson, 325th Operations Support Squadron
Jeffrey Robison, 325th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Danny Rodriguez, 325th Air Control Squadron
Scott Rogan, 325th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Frank Roman, 823rd RED HORSE Squadron
Jamain Rouse, 325th Civil Engineer Squadron
Jacob Sanabia, HQ AFCESA
Eric Sanders, 325th Maintenance Squadron

Christopher Short, 325th Airc
Milton Slade Jr., 361st Trainin
Daniel Slater, 325th Fighter W
April Slater, 325th Maintenan
Sherry Speranzi, 325th Air Co
Jeremy Starrett, 325th Contra
Michelle Stephens, 82nd Aeri
Norman Sugden Jr., 325th Air
Brandon Sullivan, 325th Aircr
Kristi Sundstrom, 325th Com
Bradley Sykes, 823rd RED HO
Mark Thomas, 823rd RED HO
Christina Thornburg, 325th O
Jeremy Unterseher, 325th Civ
Nicole Vest, 325th Medical D
David Walden, 372nd Training
Willie Walker II, 823rd RED H
Jane Warren, 325th Operation
Sean Wells, 325th Operations
Jason Whitman, HQ AFCESA
Jonas Wildharber, 82nd Aeria
Alijhondroe Wiley, 325th Sec
Tyson Wilhelm, 53rd Weapon
James Williams, 325th Aircra
Mark Williams, 325th Mainte
Tobin Winebrenner, 325th Mi
Darryll Woodson, 325th Figh
Gregory Wright, 66th Training
James Yarbrough, 325th Main
James Zumwalt, 325th Aircra

Team Tyndall’s 125 technical sergeant selects ...

John Adams, 325th Aircraft M
Enrique Alcaraz, 53rd Weapon
Jon Appleton, 313th Training S
Maria Arce, 325th Fighter Wi
Patrick Beaudion, 325th Aircr
Steven Beebe, 325th Aircraft M
Leonard Bevilaqua, 325th Ma
Donald Brannan Jr., 325th Med
Ritchie Butcher, 325th Aircra
Charlie Carr Jr., 325th Missio
Raymond Clinger, 361st Train
Clarence Coffey, 325th Maint
Robert Corrigan, NCO Acade
Venton Crump, 325th Mainten

Team Tyndall’s 71
selects ...
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 71 master sergeant

Promotion statistics at a glance
Technical sergeant

Air Force-wide
Number eligible:  42,248
Number selected:  9,114
Selection rate:  21.57%

Tyndall
Number eligible:  546
Number selected:  122
Selection rate:  22.34%

Master sergeant

Air Force-wide
Number eligible: 23,956
Number selected: 6,217
Selection rate: 25.95%

Tyndall
Number eligible: 311
Number selected: 71
Selection rate: 22.8%

Congratulations to
all of Team Tyndall’s
technical and master
sergeant selects!

Tyrone Davis, 361st Training Squadron
Beverly Demmerly, NCO Academy
Donald Elmore, 325th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Pedro Feliciano, 325th Maintenance Squadron
David Fischer, 325th Maintenance Group
Mark Gatgens, 28th Test Squadron
Ricardo Gibson, 325th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Brian Goad, 313th Training Squadron
Rosemarie Goodall, 325th Fighter Wing
Richard Goode Jr., 325th Aeromedical-Dental Squadron
Michael Griffith, 325th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Craig Grogan, 325th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Anthony Hall, 325th Maintenance Group
Steven Harbison, 325th Maintenance Group
Charles Henry Jr., 325th Civil Engineer Squadron
William Hilton, 325th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Jack Howard, 325th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
David Howland, 325th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Daniel Jaques, 325th Contracting Squadron
Randy Johnson, 823rd RED HORSE Squadron
Daniel Jones, 325th Maintenance Squadron
Lance Kagele, 66th Training Squadron
Doval Keaton, 313th Training Squadron
Todd Keller, 313th Training Squadron
David Larrabee, 325th Maintenance Squadron
Jonathan Lohrenz, 325th Maintenance Squadron
Andrew Lucas, 325th Aeromedical-Dental Squadron
Martin McFaul, 325th Maintenance Group
Eric McKinley, 325th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Harvey McLean, 372nd Training Squadron
James Melton, 325th Medical Dental Operations Squadron
Dennis Montros, 325th Communications Squadron
David Nye, 372nd Training Squadron
Kevin Oliver, 325th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Ronald Pandullo, 325th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Joe Perez, 66th Training Squadron
Rickey Rivers, 95th Fighter Squadron
Bennie Sanders III, 325th Mission Support Squadron
Steven Schieber, 372nd Training Squadron
Jeffrey Simpson, 325th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Leighton Sinclair, 325th Mission Support Group
Douglas Snider, 361st Training Squadron
Eliezer Sosa Jr., 325th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
James Stanfill, 82nd Aerial Tragets Squadron
Roger Starcher, 361st Training Squadron
Gary Sullivan II, 325th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron
Jeffrey Sumrow, 325th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron

Robert James Todd, NCO Academy
John Troupe, 82nd Aerial Tragets Squadron
Alfred Venditti, 372nd Training Squadron
David Viskochil, 325th Maintenance Operations Squadron
Tami Viskochil, 1st Fighter Squadron
William Walker, 325th Services Squadron
Andre Warfield, 372nd Training Squadron
Jeffery Weller, 325th Maintenance Group
James Weston, 325th Medical Dental Support Squadron
Michael Woodrow, 372nd Training Squadron
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Common sense ensures
holiday plans not spoiled

The Fourth of July holiday weekend will once again test
our resolve to remain mishap free. A major contributor to
holiday mishaps is a lapse of common sense. Holiday week-
ends should be enjoyed and not be spent in an emergency
room.

  Regardless of the activity, it is up to each and every one
of us to ensure our own safety, and this holiday weekend will
present us with the many familiar challenges and decisions.
Most importantly, will we take responsibility for our actions
and ensure our own safety?  It is a choice that will likely
determine the kind of weekend you will have and perhaps
whether or not you will have another.

Always use common sense when making a decision. If
you get the feeling an activity doesn’t “feel right,” there’s
probably a reason. Analyze the situation more closely and
consider all aspects of safety.

Likewise, if you happen to be a bystander witnessing a
potentially unsafe situation unfold, be a friend and provide an
extra helping of common sense.

(Courtesy of 325th Fighter Wing Safety Office)

Fireworks and cel-
ebrations go together,
especially during the
Fourth of July. But fire-
works can be danger-
ous, causing serious
burns and possible eye
injuries.

In an effort to reduce
the number of firework-
related injuries the U.S.
Consumer Product
Safety Commission and
its national and state
partners strongly rec-
ommend leaving the use
of fireworks to the pro-
fessionals.

According to the
U.S. Consumer Product
Safety Commission, an
estimated 8,800 people
were treated for fire-
works-related injuries in
2002.  More than half of
those injured are chil-
dren.  Surprisingly, us-

ers aren’t the only people
injured. Forty percent of all
fireworks mishaps injure
bystanders.

One of the primary rea-
sons fireworks injuries con-
tinue to occur is because
people don’t
consider how
dangerous
these de-
vices can
be. People
o f t e n
don’t realize -
until they
are injured
- that the
risk of blind-
ness or injury outweighs
the excitement of taking
risks with fireworks. And
giving fireworks to young
children can mean a trip to
the hospital emergency
room.

The three types of fire-

works that keep hospital
emergency rooms busy
during this holiday period
are bottle rockets, fire-
crackers, and sparklers.
Bottle rockets and fire-
crackers can fly in any di-

rection prior to
exploding and

spa rk l e r s
burn at
extremely
high tem-
peratures.

F o r
people re-

siding on
Tyndall Air Force

Base, the use and/or
storage of fireworks is
strictly prohibited.

 If you live in an area
where fireworks are legal
and your Fourth of July
plans include them, use
common sense and exer-
cise extreme caution.

The following safety
tips can help:

- Never allow children
to play with or ignite
fireworks.

- Read and follow all
warnings and instruc-
tions.

- Be sure other people
are out of range before
lighting fireworks.

- Only light fireworks
on a smooth, flat sur-
face away from the
house, dry leaves, and
flammable materials.

- If a firework fails to
perform, never attempt to
dismantle or re-ignite it.

- Have a bucket of
water available to dis-
pose of used fireworks
and prevent a fire from
occurring

(Courtesy of 325th
Fighter Wing Safety
Office)

Ensure a festive Fourth of July
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Chapel Schedule

Retiree News

Classifieds

Fighter Wing retirement
ceremony

There will be a retirement ceremony for
Senior Master Sgt. Rob Fuller, 325th
Fighter Wing public affairs superintendant,
3 p.m. July 1 at the Classic’s Lounge in
the Enlisted Club.  For more information,
call 283-2983.

Contracting squadron  retirement
ceremony

There will be a retirement ceremony for
Tech. Sgt. Todd Cook, 325th Contracting
Squadron officer, 1 p.m. July 1 at the Com-
munity Activities Center.  For more informa-
tion, call 283-8626.

Change of command ceremony
Lt. Col. John Cote, 325th Air Control

Squadron commander, will relinquish com-
mand to Lt. Col. Dennis McDevitt Jr. during
a ceremony 8:30 a.m. July 1 in Hangar 2.  For
more information, call 283-2672.

Thrift Shop
A summer clearance sale takes place

all month at the Tyndall Thrift Shop.  All
donated items will be half price through-
out June.  The shop will close for a sum-
mer break at close of business today
and reopens Aug. 18.  The Thrift Shop
is located at 743 Suwannee Dr. across
from the post office.  For more infor-
mation, call 286-5888.

AMVETS open house
American Veterans Post 2298 will

hold a public Open House July 3 at the
post’s home at 5510 East Highway 22
in Callaway.  The post is located across
the street from Saint Andrew Bingo off
Tyndall Parkway and Highway 22.

Festivities begin at 11 a.m. and fea-
ture a variety of family fun including
raffles and games.  Reasonably priced
food and beverages will also be avail-
able.  For more information, call 784-
0066.

Tricare information
The new Tricare Retail Pharmacy

program began nationwide operations
with Express Scripts Inc., St. Louis,
Mo., on June 1.  Within hours, signifi-

cant problems arose for all ESI cus-
tomer accounts, including Tricare ben-
eficiaries.

 Beneficiaries who experience diffi-
culty with their prescriptions during this
initial period may contact the Tricare
Retail Pharmacy Customer Service
Center at (866) 363-8779. 

 For those who purchased their medi-
cations at full price, they may file a pa-
per claim (DD Form 2642) to:
     Express Scripts
      PO Box 66518
      St. Louis, Mo. 63166-6518.

Form is available on the Tricare
Web site: www.tricare.osd.mil/

Wanted
Part-time editorial assistant needed

for weekly Gulf Defender newspaper
serving Tyndall AFB. Duties include
proofreading, editing, inputting copy
submissions and performing mailouts of
approximately 100 papers weekly.
Needed for Wednesday afternoon, and
Thursday and Friday morning hours.
Applicants should possess strong spell-
ing and grammar skills. Knowledge of
Associated Press style a plus. Position
is hired by the Panama City News Her-
ald.   To apply, contact 1st Lt. Albert
Bosco at 283-8597.

2000 Jeep Wrangler
Yellow with black wheels on

33x12.50 BFG A/T.  6-inch lift, cold air
intake electric fan, flow master. Stock
and bikini soft tops included. Asking
$14,000 OBO. Call 624-7647 or 215-
8840.

Furniture
New sofa and loveseat set $700.

Washer and dryer set in good condition
$200. Call 850-624-7647.

Washer & Dryer
Maytag Washer – beige, $50. 

Kenmore Dryer – 1998, white, extra large
capacity, electric, $175.  Both in good con-
dition.  $200 for both. Call Jeff or Shan-
non at 249-9805.

Yamaha piano
French provincial console, $1,200 obo.

For more information, call Joanie at (850)
230-1067.

Catholic services held at Chapel 2:
Daily Mass, 11:30 a.m. Monday-Friday
Reconciliation (before Saturday Mass or
by appointment)
Saturday Mass, 5 p.m.

Bob Stapleton, Tyndall Dive Club member, cleans the winning baracuda
from the Spearfish Tournament here June 18.  The fish from the tournament
were used in the following Sunday’s fish fry.

Lisa Norman

Sunday Mass, 9:30 a.m.
Religious Education, 11 a.m. Sunday.

Protestant services at Chapel 1:
Communion service, 9:30 a.m., Chapel 1
Religious Education classes, 9:30-10:30
a.m. in Bldg. 1476
General Protestant service, 11 a.m.,

   Chapel 2.

The one that didn’t get away ...
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STEVE RIDDLE
325th Services Squadron publicist

The Tyndall Officers’ Club
may look like a casualty treat-
ment area tonight, but it’s all in
fun as the 325th Medical Group
hosts a M.A.S.H. Bash party.

Attendees can come dressed
as either their favorite
M.A.S.H. character, wearing
uniforms from the Korean War
era, or simply in a casual Ha-
waiian shirt, as some of the
characters did in the TV series
and movie.  The event is open
to all officers and civilian DOD
employees whose job ranking is
officer equivalent, and will run

from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m.
“We’re going to have a chow-

style dinner, M.A.S.H. trivia
throughout the night, a prize for
the best costume, a table-top
decorating contest, and a relay
race,” explained Capt. Judy
Manno, a 325th Medical Group
optometrist who headed up the
planning of tonight’s event.  “Ba-
sically it’s a party based on the
old M.A.S.H. TV series.”

Joni Geels, commercial spon-
sorship coordinator for the 325th
Services squadron and co-plan-
ner of the M.A.S.H. Bash, said
although many jokes were made
on the show about the quality, or

MOS
SEADS
TEST
MXS
CONR/1AF
AMXS2
CES
COMM
SFS
SVS
ACS2
83 FWS
2FS

WEG
AFCESA
AMXS3
MDG
MSS
OSS
LRD
RHS
83 FWS2
AMXS
MXS2
ACS
COMM2

Squadron softball standings
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5
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1
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1
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3
3
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2
3
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5
5
5
5
5
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7

WON

WON
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LOST

Tyndall hosts ‘M.A.S.H. Bash’ at O’ Club
lack thereof, of the food served
to the TV characters, the O’
Club cuisine will be much better
than what could be expected
from a typical tent chow hall.

“The dinner will be served
chow hall style on trays, but it’s
guaranteed to taste better than
a regular Army chow hall tent,”
Ms. Geels stated.

The relay race should be a big
hit with partygoers, according to
Captain Manno.  The race will
consist of several legs, each with
a medical flavor.

“We’re going to have things
like a litter-carry, racing on
crutches, and one leg to see how

fast people can apply bandages,”
Captain Manno said.

Prizes for the different con-
tests include coupons for on-base
bowling, golf, boat rentals and
meals.

Tickets for the event are
$6.95 for club members, $9.95
for non-members.  Tickets can
be purchased from the Officers’
Club or contact Capt. Brian
Katen at 283-7019. People may
also purchase tickets at the
Physical Therapy office located
at the corner of Suwannee and
Mississippi avenues.  For more
information, contact the Offic-
ers’ Club at 283-4357.

STEVE RIDDLE
325th Services Squadron publicist

Starting Monday, the kids of Tyndall (and adults too) can add one more
sport to the list of those taught here – skateboarding.

The Tyndall Youth Center will offer a weeklong skateboarding camp
taught by professional skateboarders Falco Baltys and Erynn Stott that will
end July 2 with a skating demo by top U.S. amateur skateboarder John
Leathers.  The classes will run each day from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Plans are also in the works to have Mr. Leathers, a civilian worker here,
teach skateboarding classes on a regular basis to both children and adults,
but next week’s program is designed to help introduce skateboarding to
beginners and help the advanced kids learn some new tricks.

“Our extreme skateboard camp next week will be taught by two profes-
sional skateboarders,” said Andy Wallace, Tyndall Youth Center fitness co-
ordinator.  “They’ll be teaching all the moves of the pros – from the basics
to the more advanced moves like grinds, ollies and freestyle movements.
They’ll work with the class no matter what their skill level is.”

Mr. Baltys has taught skateboarding in the past to children from both
Nellis AFB, Nev., and Offutt AFB, Neb., and said in a recent interview
with the Offutt base newspaper, “Air Pulse,” that he truly enjoys seeing a
student practice and finally perform any skateboard trick.

“There’s nothing better than watching a kid learn a new trick and seeing
their face light up,” he said in the interview.  Both he and Mr. Stott have
competed in numerous competitions and been a part of several skateboard-
ing tours.

The camp will wrap up July 2  with Mr. Leathers demonstrating some
of the most advanced freestyle skating tricks, but will also mix it up with
techniques from the early days of skateboarding.  These techniques will
also be some of what students can learn in his upcoming classes.

“When I teach the classes, I’ll start with the basics, like how to stand on
the board,” Mr. Leathers explained.  “I’ll also teach the different technical
aspects, variations on flips, and all different types of skateboarding.”

Mr. Leathers began skating back in 1973 when he built a skateboard
ramp in his backyard.  He began competing in 1977, and has won or placed
in many skateboarding contests, including taking first place at the 2002 World

Freestyle Skateboarding Association Championship in Charlotte, N.C.,
and a second at the 2003 WFSA Championship in Long Beach, Calif.

Mr. Leathers said he will travel to Pasadena, Calif. in August to
compete in this year’s WFSA event, and if he finishes in the top two,
he will immediately turn pro.  However, turning pro is something he will
do soon regardless of his finish.  He has been a strong amateur for
several years now, and has his own skateboard design that will be in
production soon.

For more information on the upcoming skateboard camp or classes,
contact Andy Wallace at the Youth Center at 283-4366.

John Leathers performs an aerial stunt inside the eastbound
span of the Hathaway Bridge Tuesday.  Mr. Leathers was
skating inside the bridge for an upcoming video that will
be part of his professional skateboarder promotional
package.  He will also give a skateboarding demonstration
July 2 at the Tyndall Youth Center as part of their weeklong
Skateboard Camp.

Steve Riddle

Skate camp rolls to Tyndall

As of Tuesday
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nance instructor.
Another benefit of the commit-

tee is an Airman’s ability to express
concerns or ideas for improvement
to all of the organizations at once,
which means improvements will
begin to happen more quickly,
said Sergeant Goward, one of
the founders of the new com-
mittee and member of Focus
56.

“We can also go to meetings,
pick up information on differ-
ent activities around base and
bring it back to our respective
organizations,” he added.

In addition to benefiting Team
Tyndall, professional organizations
and this new committee, the meet-
ing of groups seems to benefit in-
dividual Airmen as well.

“By having the different orga-
nizational group leaders, such as
the First Sergeants, Chiefs, Top 3,
there is a lot of mentoring going

on for the younger Airmen,” Sergeant
Kahapea said.  “All Airmen can learn
how to communicate better and net-
work easier through their mentors in
these professional organizations.  Get-
ting involved will also provide better

opportunities for promotion for Below
the Zone or the Stripes for Excellence
program.”

Mentoring not only helps the  indi-
vidual Airman to develop profession-
ally, but helps the organizations they
are in grow as well.

“Some of the younger organiza-
tions, such as the Active Airmen As-

sociation and Focus 56 are trying to
do things that I, or someone else in
the professional organization coun-
cil has already done, so we give
them examples of how to do it bet-
ter.  It is up to the group to decide

how to do it though, we just pro-
vide examples,”  Sergeant
Kahapea said

These benefits are only side-
effects from the main purpose of
the professional organization com-
mittee, which is to bring people
together to make Tyndall better.

“There is very little people can
do on their own,” Sergeant
Goward said. “This executive

council and each attending organi-
zation do not belong to one or two
individuals.  The success of these
groups depends exclusively on the
combined effort of dedicated indi-
viduals who come to the meetings
and who organize and attend the ac-
tivities.  They give of themselves to
make Tyndall better.”

“All Airmen can learn how to
communicate better and net-
work easier through their men-
tors in these professional orga-
nizations.”

SENIOR MASTER SGT. JEFF KAHAPEA
Professional Organization Committee chairman

FROM LEADERSHIP PAGE 5

hands-on work than they did
at their home base of Tyndall.

“At home, we get a job
and we usually pass it on to
contractors.  Here, if we
need to set up an antenna,
we can do it ourselves.
We’ve troubleshot problems
with radios, we’ve run cable,
and done everything we
need to do to keep people
communicating.”

This makes the job worth-
while to the two Airmen
working in the section.

“I like the responsibility of
getting the chance to do the
job and do it right,” Sergeant
Gomez said.

Airman Wilkerson
agrees. “This job gives me a
great opportunity to learn
something new, everyday –
I am getting experiences I
can’t get anywhere else, and
I can use them throughout
my career.”

FROM LMR PAGE 7

Airman 1st Class Steven
Wilkerson, 455th
Expeditionary Com-
munications Squadron,
programs a mobile radio.
Airman Wilkerson, who is
deployed from Tyndall Air
Force Base, Fla., is
responsible for program-
ming and maintaining about
300 radios at Bagram.

Master Sgt. Andrew Gates
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